Strength and Supply Phil 4:10-23

This is the last in the series of talks on Philippians and the final sermon related to finance. We have seen that God wants us to be financially concerned for the work of ministry and also to be contented.  Contentment is a much richer treasure than money. The Bible teaches us to give a tithe to the local church and also to be aware of wider concerns. When we do this God will not leave us poor, but bless us and grow us in ways we could not experience without giving ourselves to his work in this way. When we step out in godly giving God steps in to the scene and takes care of all our needs. 
Paul gives us two scenarios: Strength and Supply 

God gives strength to cope with any situation, and supplies all our needs according to his glorious riches

1. Strength for any situation (v 13) – Giving is not a means of guaranteeing financial prosperity, and when we give with the aim of getting we give amiss.  Those who want to get rich and those who attempt to use the gospel to that end are warned (1 Tim 6:5, 9). 

Strength to cope with abundance may seem something we don’t really need, because we are far less aware of the dangers of plenty than of need. Jesus told of a rich fool who lived carefree and spiritually lax because of his riches (Luke 12:16-21). He was rich in the world and poor towards God. His money acted like a spiritual sedative. Poverty can awaken us to know our need of God. That is what led Francis of Assisi to call poverty, the Lady Poverty. One of his writings describes Adam before the fall as, “possessing nothing, he belonged entirely to God." I am not sure he got it entirely right, otherwise we would all need to be monks, but there is truth here for us to ponder. Money can lull us into a false sense of security, it’s absence can alert us to our underlying needs. But when we are in need God will give us grace to live contentedly with what we have. 

When you take time thinking about what you do not have it can be a very sorry experience. When you are grateful for what you do have it can be very rewarding. We can spend much time lamenting what we do not have rather than celebrating what we do have. Contentment is wanting what you have rather than having what you want. 

So where does ambition and drive come in? The desire to be rich is condemned but there is a place for incentive in life. If we are just materially driven we go astray, for we can never find our greatest fulfilment in the things this present life offers. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? (Matt 16:26)
Strength to cope with need. There are times when God disciplines us by not giving us what we ask for. Not all our rewards are in this life, there are treasures in heaven. (Matt 10:21). Our hearts may not be that inclined to those treasures as opposed to the treasures of this life, but faith sees the long term worth of eternal life above everything else. Faith fluctuates! Faith does not remain at a constant level and that is one of the reasons why we do not always feel the same way about what we have and what we want. Laying hold of the promises of God brings stability and strength. Look at the promise Paul holds out to the Philippians.

2. Supply for every situation (v 19)

My God – Paul uses this phrase twice in this letter (1:3, 4:19). His confidence issues from a personal relationship with God. Faith is built on the promises and applying them to ourselves. Faith makes general statements personal. “God” is “my God.” Has God become your God? If so all things are yours (1 Cor 3:21).
Shall Supply – means literally “shall fill up,” whatever is lacking God will give us, food and clothing, fellowship with God’s people, a temporary and a permanent dwelling place. 

All your needs – Our needs are not as big as God! They are as a drop in the bucket compared to him. Our needs material and spiritual, present and future are all included in this promise. Daily provision and eternal supply! 
According to his riches – In a manner that befits his wealth, or “as lavishly as only God can.”  Remember the story of Alexander the Great with a poor philosopher who requested a large amount of money in his name. The treasurer balked at this, but Alexander replied, “Pay the money at once. The philosopher has done me a singular honour. By the largeness of his request he shows that he has understood both my wealth and generosity.” Now God has much more than Alexander. He gives lavishly, yet always remains full. If possible he becomes greater by his generosity to us because he is magnified in our sight. He gives in keeping with his wealth. 

What God gives is not from his spare change, but from his heart of love and wisdom. Among God’s riches are: kindness (Rom 2:4), riches of glory (Rom 9:23, Eph 3:16, Phil 4:23, Col 1:27), riches of wisdom and knowledge (Rom 11:33), riches of grace (Eph 1:7), and the riches of his glorious inheritance (Eph 2:7). 

God was not only concerned about the present material needs of his church. He was concerned about all the issues they were facing:

That they stand firm in their faith when opposed (1:27ff  )

That they develop humility and unity following Christ’s example (2:1-11) That they shine like lights in the world (2:12-18)

That they will become like Christ at his return (3:12-21)

God takes care of everything for ever.  That is why we give glory to God “forever and ever,” literally “to the ages of the ages.” (v 20)!

Now one of our needs exceeds all others. It is the problem of our sinful nature, sinful actions and the consequences. Our sin has brought us under a curse and means we are naturally excluded from the blessing. There is a flow of sin and death at work in us, and we have incurred God’s wrath. Merely having our basic needs met for this present life falls a long way short of sorting our greatest needs. But to provide all our needs the King of Glory entered our world. He put to one side his own needs to focus on ours. The King of Glory comes in the form of a man from Nazareth. He is not living in keeping with his status, but as it were in disguise. He does not demand that all his needs are met but entered his public ministry with 40 days of fasting. He poured out his soul in preaching and teaching and healing so he might meet the needs of others rather than his own needs.  

In Israel there are two inland lakes both known as seas: the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea receives but does not give and nothing can live in it. The Sea of Galilee gives and receives and is full of life. The Lord Jesus received from heaven and gives on earth and is the Lord of life. He gave his all, not just a tenth, not just his money but his body to be crucified. Paul writes, “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you.” Let us ask God for the strength to follow in his steps and the confidence to know that when we do he will supply all our needs according to his riches in glory.
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