
Wider Concerns Phil 4:10-20

Last week we saw that the church at Philippi got involved in supporting the work of mission and did so not only by giving locally but by supporting the Paul’s apostolic mission. They were concerned for his ministry and learned with Paul the secret of contentment: discovering the secret of a content spirit when you have not as much as you would like, and not being overwhelmed and changed by having an abundance, remains a challenge for us all. 
Paul had been blessed by the Philippian church again and again: v 15 and 16 shows this clearly. They not only met their local needs but blessed the wider church. 
God wants us to have local and wider concerns for the mission of the gospel expressed in regular giving
1. The Local Church – The Philippian church were told by Paul, not to look only to their “own interests” (2:4). But clearly he expects the churches to take care of home base. Last week we explained the biblical basis for the principle of tithing and the priority of generous giving into the local church to support the work of ministry. Some questions have been raised during the week and I believe that we need to continue our discussion in cell or on a one to one basis to help us all handle our money in a biblical way. 

Is tithing a New Testament practice?
Does the whole tithe go to the local church?

Can you give in kind instead of in cash?

Is grace giving less than a tithe?

Do we really have to give?

What is I cannot afford to tithe because of commitments I have made?

Isn’t tithing just an excuse because the church is after my money?

As a local church our income goes to cover salaries, general running costs of the building and provides money for all our evangelistic and social action projects. In addition to this we put money aside to for those who are in financial need are able to help with occasional financial crisis. And that is apart from our giving outside of the church. All the staff and elders tithe into the church and we encourage you to do so too.
2. Wider Spheres – 
Paul is in prison and involved with many churches and the Philippians are helping meet his needs. They are concerned with his sphere of ministry. At Beulah for over 30 years it has been our privilege to be joined with the family of churches that goes under the name Newfrontiers. During that time we have given to various offerings that have supported the work nationally and internationally. We have grown from a handful of churches in South England to over 800 churches worldwide. It’s an exciting story as we have seen hundreds of new churches planted in the most unlikely places, and we have had a part to play in that, Canterbury, Cambridge Cheltenham and Durban have all had people from Beulah help them start. 
Over the years we have given thousands of pounds to Newfrontiers by regular monthly giving direct from the church to the movement as well as an annual offering which has funded the apostolic work around the world. Terry Virgo has now passed on the overall leadership of Newfrontiers into the hands of various teams. In the UK these teams are operating under the term sphere. This term is taken from (2 Cor 10:13-16). Various words are found in English translations: Regions NIV, Areas ESV, Spheres NASB. Terry Virgo has used the NASB so that translation led to the use of the term roughly meaning a group of apostolic leaders working together in a given set of relationships. The emphasis is not so much geography but relationships and the influence we can bring to bear upon an area. In other words the focus is on being friends together in mission rather than being part of something institutional. That is the way we want church to be. 
As a church we have been increasingly focused on Croydon. Many of us work there are in Croydon frequently. Therefore it has made sense to change our regional involvement to the Croydon-Bromley group of churches led by Ray Lowe. This will give us new opportunities for leadership training and for practical development of the whole church. From now on we are going to be giving our contribution into this fund and they will pass on a proportion of that to the wider Newfrontiers family. 
3. International relationships: 
Paul enabled the church in Philippi to relate to other churches in other nations. The gospel does that for us it gives a worldwide concern.

Our relationships with the wider body of Christ are developing significantly. Over the last few years it has been my privilege to visit and preach in churches in Africa introduced to us though our friendship with Gary Welsh. We want to continue serving in that context and I plan to visit DRC again in September. Also this year Joseph and I are visiting a church in Israel. This may be part of a new development for Newfrontiers in the Middle East. 
At Stoneleigh Bible Week in 1997 Ken Gott prophesied, “millions of pounds and millions of people.” When famine hit Kenya or inflation soared in Zimbabwe we have been able to respond not just to a general appeal to the nations, but to give to members of our own wider church family who are in regular fellowship with us and who share our vision and values. These are people we know and love rather than just people in general. We have been able to help fund new churches planted in Africa, India, Eastern Europe and literally all around the world. Last year we were visited by Dave Henson who is planting churches in St Petersburg Russia and we gave a contribution to a Pastors conference which enables pastors from Russia and the surrounding area to attend and benefit. 
I have been privileged to visit Christians in other contexts: rich and poor, and seen people who have served with joy and generosity in both situations. I think of Zimbabwe when inflation hit 230m%! The church there continued to pray, worship, give and live for Jesus. They brought an offering to our international leader’s conference each year! That is humbling and reminds us of the Macedonian Churches of 2 Cor 8:1-4, that is Philippi and others like Thessalonica. 

I know a couple of wealthy Americans:  One who ran the Christian Heritage Museum in Maryland and who uses his immense wealth to finance the promotion of Christian values in America. Another in California who, “never had a problem with money,” is the founding director of the Blue letter Bible which last year was used by over 6m online Bible Students. These men have spent vast sums of money on the work of the kingdom.  As a local church we are poised in the middle of that spectrum. We are neither fabulously wealthy nor extremely poor. But we do have one life and one opportunity to use our money for the kingdom. 
Jesus urges us to lay up treasures in heaven (Matt 5:19-21)

When a farmer eats his seed he will not enjoy a harvest! 

Last week I gave you a quote from a Spurgeon Sermon entitled Certain Curious Calculations about Loaves and Fishes.  He noted that at the feeding of the 5000 with 5 loaves less was given, more was eaten and more was left than when 7 loaves were used to feed 4000. He observed, “Many people will always be poor because they never give to the cause of God. Poor people should give in order that they may not be poor any longer, and the rich should give that they may not become poor. I mean not that these are to be the chief motives, but they may have their place.” 
John Bunyan wrote, “There was a man and some did count him mad, the more he gave away, the more he had.” 
Jesus gave everything for us at the Cross. But his Father’s aim was to bring “many sons to glory.” (Heb 2:10) Let us give for in time we will be rewarded. Let us sow to the Spirit that we may reap a heavenly harvest. Our calling is to be a people of faith which means we do not see it all now, yet we step out to follow the Lord.
Questions for Cell Groups Read Phil 4:10-20

What impresses you about the generosity of the Macedonian churches (2 Cor 8:1-4)
How should our concerns for local church be expressed in terms of giving?
How does wider concern for ministry get supported?

What is the difference between eating and planting our seed?

Let’s pray for this year to be one of great financial blessing for the members of Beulah and for the church itself.
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