25 July 2010


Workers, united, will never be defeated!

Nehemiah 3
The Nehemiah story so far.

Nehemiah was deeply affected by the news of Jerusalem’s destruction. He sought the Lord in prayer and fasting, day and night.  He waited on the Lord and at the right time asked his employer for time off to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem.  He ignored the first mutterings of opposition and later told them, they had no say in the matter of rebuilding the wall. He made a confident and impassionate call to the people to come and join him building the wall.

Put yourselves in the sandals of Nehemiah; he had a word from the Lord in his heart and now makes a rallying cry to the people saying the Lord is with him. (Nehemiah 2:18, 20). How would this be received? The building would not be completed with just good thoughts and nice encouraging words it needed an action response.

Nehemiah had a plan, to encourage a few but influence the many.  

In telling no one of his plans until the right time (Nehemiah 2:12, 17) Nehemiah’s confidence came from the Lord.  He spoke encouragement to a few men, putting Godly passion in their hearts and then allowed them to influence many to complete the work. 

We have no idea what sharing our faith with this person and that person will do.  Our story may seem weak and unimpressive but the Holy Spirit has the power to make small beginnings great.  Imagine if the words Nehemiah has said to those few men was full of cynicism, had been uninspiring or lacking in faith. The build might never have gone ahead. Never put your testimony down; it cost Jesus his life to give us a story worth telling. The telling of your story in the power of the Spirit can set someone’s heart ablaze.

When we pray for the unchurched, for the sick for workers we pray that the Spiritual Jerusalem (the Church) be increased, let us pray with confidence that God will change hearts and lives and many will come and be added to the Church.  When we pray for church unity pray with belief that it will happen and work towards it.

“Pray as if everything depended upon God and work as if everything depended upon man”. (Francis Cardinal Spellman)
What does unity look like?

Unity consists of different people working together. 

We could so easily dismiss this chapter as being a list of names and jobs people were doing; yet should this be our thought the purpose of the record would be lost.  Nehemiah’s memoirs record the variety of people building the wall.  They consist of individual names (vs9), leaders and governors (vs7), heads of tribes or clans, sons, daughters women (vs12) and a detailed account of what they were doing. Some had different professions such as trading perfume (vs8) and goldsmiths, some had special calling to offer sacrifices (vs1) and lead the worship (vs17) but all were of the same mind working for the same goal, side by side in unity. 

The message to us is that church life consists of a variety of people working on a common goal in unity.

The workers did not belittle the efforts and work of another person.  They stuck together side by side. Envy and jealousies was not in their ranks as some repaired ‘less prestigious’ parts of the wall as the dung-gate (vs13, 14). All were happy to serve and serve with excellence. Those with professional businesses, perfume, goldsmiths, and merchants would have left their shops to work on the wall. Some had never lived in Jerusalem also came to help (vs2 men of Jericho, vs7 men of Zanoah)

This is such a great picture of our work at Beulah as part of the Church of Jesus. The call to come and build is to be near and far.

Everyone is known 

Nehemiah knew these workers and where they came from, but how?  I would suggest the only way he was able to know all the workers names or where they came from and what they did by way of a trade was if they had introduced themselves.  

The Lord has called us to love one another.  It is the mark on how we are known. Our love will enrich our lives together.  Yet unless we introduce ourselves to each other we will remain unknown 

  John 13:34
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
 
  John 13:35
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
 
  John 15:12
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
 
  John 15:17
These things I command you, so that you will love one another
Romans 12:10
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honour.

Nobody hid away from one another. They were not secretive; private maybe as some carried out repairs opposite to their own homes (vs.10).  Whoever they were the names and family tree was known.  

We have all come into the Kingdom of God by the blood of Jesus.  We may or may not hold high profiled roles in our Monday – Friday jobs, we may have riches or have impoverished backgrounds but we are called and come in through the blood of Jesus. We are one!  

There is respect for each others gifting and roles

Vs16 we see Nehemiah the son of Azbuz, now he was a ruler.  Our Nehemiah son of Hacaliah was not a ruler but a cupbearer (Neh. 1:11) with a vision.  He did not try to take on a different role during or after the event; he was not envious of others nor was he afraid to organise those who held more powerful secular positions than he. Nehemiah the ruler was able to take instructions for Nehemiah the cupbearer.  

Nehemiah had a humble heart; I would suggest the omission of his name in this list of workers is more to do with his character and his overseer’s role then him forgetting to include his self or that he was not doing any work.  We are to be full of humility thinking of others above ourselves never manoeuvring towards being seen as the greatest.  

It would appear that Nehemiah organised them in teams to work together and the first and last task was to repair the Sheep-Gate(vs1,32).  The task of the repairs was appointed first to the priests. This first and last task showed the beginning and the end of the building of the wall.  We are encouraged this morning to get a grasp of the Gospel of Jesus for like the walls of Jerusalem’s city the Gospel is our defence.  Without it we are vulnerable to all manner of the accuser plans.  (Ephesians 6:10-20). The Gospel is God’s message of salvation to the world.  It is also the hope of our eternal life with Christ. It is the message that confirms we were once a scattered people but now we work in unity and with purpose.

Questions:

1. In your view what does unity look like?

2. How does believing the Gospel encourage unity?

3. What would help unite us in the church?

4. How can prayer change your life that would cause us the few to influence the many?

