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Nehemiah 2

Pray, Rise up and Build

It is said that you should never take your personal problems into your working environment. There are times when difficult issues are experienced within your family, marriage or even your church life that has your worlds in collision. Like the dust from one room moving to another in you home, the emotions kicked up from one part of your life affects another.   

Nehemiah had such an experience. Nehemiah’s secure world was shattered by the news that his home city Jerusalem was in ruins and her people are living in shame, scattered all about in the provinces. For Nehemiah this was not something he was prepared to accept. So he prayed.  Although he had prayed the knowledge that something still had to be done kept his spirit low.

“Oh what needless pain we bear”

The space of time from prayers to seeing results is often the most difficult.  What do you do while you wait?  I mean do you say the Lord has answered as an act of faith or naïve denial?  Do you become cast down even onto death? 

In Joseph M Scriven’s 19 century hymn ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’, there is a line that can give an impression of having prayed the pain will be removed immediately.  But the line ‘O what needless pains we bear’ should be strengthened with the understanding that we may need to pray more then once before results are achieved.  

Having spent many days and nights in fasting and praying for the situation Nehemiah had to face facts that he had receive no further news concerning Jerusalem’s city walls and gates being built.

It takes more then one set of prayers for some burdens to be lifted.  Ask, seek, and knock verse in Matthew 7:7 is often quoted as a better rendering 

Keep on asking and it will be given you; keep on seeking and you will find; keep on knocking [reverently] and [the door] will be opened to you.

Luke 18:1And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 
It can take more then praying once to see results but each time we pray in faith and understanding of who the Lord is.

The Lord is our burden bearing; a very present help in the time of trouble.  Believing Psalm 46: 1-3 is what we do while we pray and wait, that

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
When your worlds collide let the Lord have the supremacy 
The sadness of the heart is a difficult thing to hide. It is the sorts of sadness that affects one area but impacts every aspect of your life.  This sadness can be greater then the physical pain.   

Nehemiah’s sorrow was deep but he did not ignore the burden nor did be sigh and buy into a defeatist mentality but used it to spur him on to doing a great work. 

 2 Corinthians 7:8-10

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 

The times when we are sad, unhappy with a situation bring it to the Lord not once or twice but as many times.  Nehemiah’s sadness was due to hearing the news about Jerusalem and the shame of the people; it affected the whole of his life. He received a higher calling from the heavenly King that superseded being a cupbearer to an earthly king, but he did not use that calling to dishonour his employer.

Ask for the Lord’s favour in your work

We have a call on our lives to fulfil the purposes of the God. We are in 

His-story as life is all about living for Jesus. 

Philippians 3:10I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ personally, experience his resurrection power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the way with him to death itself. (the message)

Note how Nehemiah handled the collision of his worlds as a cupbearer and a bearer of the call of God.  Nehemiah was sure of the favour of God and a commission to build the wall, yet he maintained a respectful manner toward his employer the king and queen. 

3 vs. He spoke of family heritage. “ why should I not be sad…. the place of my fathers graves lies in ruins….”  Nehemiah made no mention of a commission from God or a favour of God when addressing the king.

5 vs. He maintained a respectful attitude “if it pleases the king and that I found favour in your sight and if your servant has found favour in your sight….”

‘Super-spirituality’ can often mask all sorts of bad attitude towards authority, being accountable, leadership, co-workers, family members and within marital relationships that causes our good works to be void before the Lord.  He we knows the heart of all misses nothing.  1 Corinthians 3: 9-15

Take particular care in picking out your building materials. Eventually there is going to be an inspection. If you use cheap or inferior materials, you'll be found out. The inspection will be thorough and rigorous. You won't get by with a thing. If your work passes inspection, fine; if it doesn't, your part of the building will be torn out and started over. But you won't be torn out; you'll survive—but just barely (message)

Rise up and build (vs 9 – 20)

After praying, there is a moment when the enormity of what you are asking the Lord to do, becomes apparent.  Sometimes keeping your faith prayers private until you are certain who to share it with, allows your faith to be strengthened.  Sanballat and Tobiah only heard that Nehemiah had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel and Nehemiah chose not to clarify.

We work best together. 
When you have a DIY job to do the person you chose to assist you can either help or hinder.  Nehemiah was careful to chose the right men to work with him, he was single minded and did not enter in discussion with those wanting him to fail.

1. Unity but not uniformity. Vs.18 So they strengthened their hands for the good work.  We are praying for growth, for a church of 300 as a first step toward a bigger church.  Lets us not fuss and fight over whether it is a good idea or a bad one but believe that Jesus desires to build his church. 

2. Consider one another. We have different personalities and roles but honouring each other’s gifts while we work will keep us in good heart.  Vs.20 “the God of heaven will make us prosper and we his servants will arise and build…. We are to be proud of what God has done not full of pride on our achievements. 

3. Identify the source of the opposition. Let us handle opposition by correctly identifying the source of the trouble.  Vs 20b “but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.” Disagreement comes wherever there is people. If the purpose of the criticism is to slow down work the Lord has commissioned us then we should resist changing course. Yet seeking peace is not a passive thing.  It sometimes calls for aggressive action to maintain your own faith. 

1 Peter 3:11 says11Let him turn away from wickedness and shun it, and let him do right. Let him search for peace (harmony; undisturbedness from fears, agitating passions, and moral conflicts) and seek it eagerly. [Do not merely desire peaceful relations with God, with your fellowmen, and with yourself, but pursue, go after them!]

2 Corinthians 10:5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ

Act 16: 17-18 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.

Questions:

1. How would you explain to a colleague or family member why you attend Beulah every week? Why you give a portion of your ‘hard earned money to the church?

2. How can we best demonstrate the call of God on our lives?

3. How can we test that the burning desire to succeed in life was placed there by the Holy Spirit?

4. Pray for the Holy Spirit to strengthen our hands and aid us in the task?
