BFC – 29th January 2012


It’s simple when you know how.
 (Matthew 22:34-40)
The ‘Magic Cube’ was invented in 1974 by a Professor of architecture who licensed it, before introducing the cube to manufactures Ideal Toy Corp at the beginning of the 1980’s.   The Magic Cube was then renamed the ‘Rubiks Cube’ after its inventor Profession Erno Rubiks.  With six coloured sides, 21 pieces and 54 outer surfaces, there are a combined total of over 43 quintillion different possible configurations. To put that into perspective: if you turned the Rubik's cube once every second it would take you 1400 trillion years to finish to go through all the configurations. The point is that it is complicated. However if you know how to complete the ‘Cube’ it could be done quicker.  The world record stands at 5.66secs.  
Living the best life we can means we to love God and love people. But first love God!
1. The simple summary that covers all the commandments. 
With 613 recorded commands, the religious leaders of the day followed a line of thinking according to their traditions.  So the Sadducees would put a strong emphasis in their teaching on the 248 affirmative precepts and the Pharisees on the 365 negative precepts.
Within those religious communities some rabbis would concentrate on the sacrificial aspects Number 28:3, other rabbis would teach on the importance of wearing tassels sewn to the garment as a means of remembering the commandments of God Numbers 15:38-39, Deuteronomy 22:12. Others concentrated on being Holy or separate Leviticus 10:10 and others on the feast Exodus 12:15-18.  
Having super busy lives, attempting to do so much within a 24hour period or a 7 day week it can feel as if only there was 25 hours in a day and 8 days  then I could use the extra time to concentrate more on loving Jesus. The true followers of the Lord Jesus are encouraged to be generous, forgiving, be holy, be sacrificial, be worshippers, be filled with the Spirit, be bearers of the ‘fruit of the Spirit’, be loving, tender hearted and more can be added to this list; Just when you got one aspect of you life together another area falls short.  But Jesus summarised all our efforts to live for him by saying; we should love God first. 
2. Just love the Lord your God…. It’s simple! 
If you have ever listened to Prime Ministers Question Time in Parliament you will often hear Backbench MP’s of the governing party ask a question of the PM knowing that the answer will be a dig at ‘party on the opposite side’.

In verse 35 the aim of the question posed by the lawyer was not to trap Jesus but to test him; for having heard how Jesus silenced the Sadducees (vs 23-33), and therefore discredited the Sadducees, the only credible answer would come from the remaining commands, the Pharisaic traditions and teachings. But Jesus, without missing-a-beat, replies with a simple command which they would have known,  “you shall love the Lord your God…. (Deuteronomy 6:5); actually the Hebrew literally means “you will love the Lord your God”. 
God does not answer every question we have in the way we would like it to sound.  But all answers display his glory because in his glory we respond with love and worship. 

· Job did not get the answers he wanted; an explanation for his suffering and loss.  But he found the glory of God and worship. Job 42:1-3
· Paul did not get the answer he expected for the request to remove the pain he had but accept God’s grace (love) was enough. 2 Corinthians 12:9

“Love will find a way. Indifference will find an excuse”. (Author unknown)
There is no space for indifference.  There is no space for excuses about “our circumstances being too much to bear?  It is a command!  The only way to demonstrate loyalty is to love the Lord your God.  Our loyal belongs to the Lord and no one else.  No other gods. It doesn’t get simpler than that.
3. Love the Lord with your whole being, it’s really that simple.

Love with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind and all your strength is what we are commanded to do. This is actually four ways of saying the same thing.  Although the application to explain the phrases 

Your heart = fixing our affections supremely on him
Your soul = this means, to be willing to give up the life to him
Your mind = to submit the "intellect" to his will

And according to Mark 12:30 your strength = with all the faculties of soul and body
that is not the way the hears would have understood it.  It is likely to be more straightforward.  The phrase is repeating the same answer four times with the emphasis on ‘all’.  It could be paraphrase as all of every part of you with nothing withheld.  
God is worthy of our love; we can trust him completely
Unlike our human relationships God will not let us down, abuse our love, he is for us for life and even beyond the grave his faithfulness remains.  Jesus demonstrated love for the Father by obeying even unto the death of the cross. 

 5-8Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with God but didn't think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn't claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion. 

 9-11Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honoured him far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on earth—even those long ago dead and buried—will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honour of God the Father; Philippians 2:5-11 (The message)
Jesus was confident that he would be raised from the dead (Matthew 17:9) because the Father loves him and he loves the Father.  This is about relationship.  The command that we love God with our entire being is based on God being magnificently perfect, utterly trustworthy and worth of all our adoration.  1 John 5:2
 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God
Questions
1. What question would you ask Jesus if you saw him face to face today?
2. How do we go about love God?

3. 1 John 5:3 says “his commandments are not burdensome”. How do you feel about this statement when applied to the command “love God?”

4. Your bank account manager / family member / friend have said “if you gave less to the church you would have more money for yourself”. What reply would you give that testifies of your love for God above all else?
