Isaiah 40:3-5 Glory! 
Last week we looked at Isaiah’s call to have our vision raised. We are too quickly drawn down from the heights to the low level of life all around us. The busy world calls to us with a greater sense of its own importance and the significance of the now, while the majestic grandeur of the Lord’s glory slips quietly from our view. By God’s grace we can ascend to the heights, as Paul says later “beholding the Lord’s glory with unveiled faces we are being changed into his likeness.”
This week’s media discussion about faith and Christianity in the UK may have made us feel quite marginalised. Baroness Warsi encouraged Christians to be more confident in their faith and heritage. Richard Dawkins attempted to expose the ignorance and values of many who identify themselves as Christians. Many people appear to think that no-one who has faith has any reasoned arguments. The pendulum has swung too far in one direction, and it may go further still, but it will turn! We serve a God who comforts and comes to his people with grace, but the end of this is glory!

I remember on year when Liz and I had spent the summer in Israel where everything was hot and dusty, and the fields were brown! When we returned home and drove down the M4 we saw green fields. After such a long time away it was hard to believe what we were seeing. Everything looked like a picture postcard that had been coloured and was not real. To have a sense of the glory of God in our secular sceptical culture can seem unreal, but it is not! Culture has shifted and lost out greatly. Let us not be embarrassed about our heritage, our faith and our values, for we have a glorious God who is doing great things in the midst of the darkness (Isa 60:1, 52:1). 
Isaiah calls us to a life changing vision of God
A statement of certainty (v 5)
God’s glory is going to be revealed - We are on a crash course for glory. No matter how shameful or horrific the past there is a pathway to glory that Isaiah points to and which we can draw great strength from. Isaiah anticipates the landscape which is full of hills and valleys changing to a plain. An impossible and impassable journey becomes easy when the grace of God opens up the way to glory, and this is what the gospel does. 
Are there obstacles in your life? Mountains can be moved! The other week Joseph and I visited Herodian, the man-made-mountain just outside Bethlehem. But God can move every mountain and raise every valley! Isaiah was prophesying to a situation that did not exist in his own day. He saw the coming problems, how far things would go and beyond them the glory that would follow. His was truly long-term vision.
The path to glory comes via Jesus 
How do we know there is glory? 
Isaiah points to Jesus and Jesus reveals glory in its fullness. John gives us this clue (John 12:41). The glory that Isaiah saw is located in the person of Jesus Christ. God who spoke to Isaiah fulfilled his promises in the coming of Christ. There is a certainty about what God has said (v 5c, 8b).  So part of our answer to those who ask about glory is that there is a God who speaks, predicts and fulfils his promises. 
What is glory? In the OT the Hebrew word is Kavod, which means weight, substance or worth. A related term is Tipheret, beauty. In the NT the word is Doxa or praise, from which we get the word doxology.  The glory Isaiah and saw is the same glory that John saw (John 1:14). 
Jesus Life and glory
Jesus coming into the world was attended with glory (Luke 2:9, 14). For the next 30 years Jesus lived an ordinary life “his glory veiled.” Then the time came for revelation to Israel. During most of his earthly life the glory of Jesus was not seen in visible form, yet glory shone out of him in all that he was and did.  
· His disciples saw evidence of his glory in his miracles (John 2:11).
· Raising of Lazarus from the dead manifest glory (John 11:4, 40),  

· The transfiguration was one moment when Jesus glory was physically manifest (Luke 9:32). 
Jesus death and glory

But in order to get us to glory, the Lord of glory was put to shame at the Cross (1 Cor 2:8). How could there be a cross for the glorious Lord? Who could overcome him so as to crucify him? (See Heb 1:3) No one! But for our sakes the Father sent his one and only glorious Son to bear our shame. At the Cross the one who is over all and sees things as they truly are saw our great problem, our great sin (Rom 3:23, 2 Thess 1:9), and saw that the only way for us to be redeemed was for someone to come live a perfect glorious life and then to die as a substitute in our place. Isaiah saw this: (Isa 53:6). He looked forward with prophetic vision to the great act of atonement. We look back upon the same event. Isaiah saw that the grace of God and the comfort of God would be bought with a price of the precious blood of Christ. John brings a perspective that is often lost to the church and the modern world. The Cross is a means of displaying the greater glory of God (John 17:5). Don Carson writes: “The hideous profanity of Golgotha means nothing less than the Son’s glorification.” What sort of person goes this far for another? What an act of glorious grace that Jesus went to the cross for sinners!
Jesus resurrection and ascension and glory (Luke 24:26)
If the life, teaching, miracles and death Jesus revealed his glory, then it is not surprising that at Jesus resurrection glory was manifest (Rom 6:4). “Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” The future glorious kingdom was tangible when Jesus made himself known to his disciples, (Acts 3.13).  Then Jesus ascended in glory: “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.”  (1Timothy 3:16)
Our Future Glory

Jesus intention is to bring many sons to glory, to show us the glory he enjoyed before the foundation of the world (Heb 2:10, John 17:24). When Jesus returns, he will come with great glory (Luke 21:27, Col 3:4, Titus 2:13).  This will be our final portion and is the great and glorious hope of all believers (1 Cor 2:7, 15:43). This will be the final and ultimate fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy. “So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:42-43)
Let us celebrate and be glad, we have access to a glorious vision (Rom 5:2, 8:18, 2 Cor 4:17). Let us not be dragged down by the world but lift up our eyes to what is unseen but surely coming. The contrast may seem artificial, but that is because the world is inevitably duller when glory does not feature largely. Life is considered ultimately of little value, of no transcendent purpose and the basis for human dignity is lost. But by the grace of God we have seen through that and beyond it to the coming fulfilment in glory. 
If we are marginalised or even suffer for the gospel it will be well worth it when Christ appears (1 Peter 4:13f). Let the hope of our vision strengthen our hearts in the face of opposition (Eph 3:16, Col 1:27). Stand fast in the power of our testimony so we can tell out to one another and to others what we have seen (2 Cor 4:6). May you keep hold of him and may he keep you for that great day (Jude 24f).
As we come to communion today, let us recall the glory defacing nature of sin (Rom 3:23). When Jesus died it was to restore us to glory, to reinstate our dignity as people created in the image of God. Let us look to him again, our hope and our glory!

Questions for Cell Groups – Read Isaiah 40:1-5
We believe there is a glorious purpose to our lives and the history of the world. How are you affected by the marginalisation of Christianity in our culture?
What issues of faith and unbelief have you faced at work or in discussions with non believers? What has been difficult? What has worked well for you?  What books have helped you think through and respond to this challenge?  How does holding a biblical hope of glory square with living in the culture with its world-view we presently live in? How are/should we arm ourselves, support one another and make progress as Christians sharing our faith today?
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