Concerns and Contentment Phil 4:10-13
Money and the gospel go together. When you become a believer and join the church the collection plate comes around and that puts money on the agenda. How do you respond? How much do you give? How much do you want God involved in your finances? When God gets involved with our money it is not about God getting off you what he needs. He doesn’t have needs (Psalm 50:8-10, Haggai 2:8). But getting God involved with all your money issues is wise. If it just so happened that the leading financial advisor was a family member and you had some issues, would you not want to run it by them? One of the reasons we want to run the CAP course is to bring some of our Father’s great wisdom on the matter of money into our lives.
We have had four years of financial hardship and 2012 will give rise to its own challenges in this area. What can we do? How should we respond? Is this a time to be conservative and to store up? Or is this a time to bless and to give more because extra needs exist? Tim Keller says, “Christians should be pressing to keep their costs as low as possible so they can give as much as possible.”

We are to share the concerns of others and develop contentment within ourselves

1. Your concern for the ministry & mission of the church (v 10)
At Philippi the church loved the apostle and wanted to get involved in supporting his ministry, but there had not been opportunity. Now channels had opened up and a free flow of love and giving followed. Remember Epaphroditus had been sent from Philippi with a gift for Paul, but had become seriously ill and had now recovered (2:25-30). So while this letter is not a thank you note as such but probably a later letter, Paul is still echoing his gratitude. Remembering sacrificial love is an ongoing source of joy to Paul and to us. (1:3, 5). 
This concern for the work of ministry is part of normal Christianity (Matt 6:33, Gal 6:6, 1 Tim 5:17f).  In the life of the local church we believe that tithing is the basic biblical principle of giving. This was practiced by the Patriarchs (Gen 14:20, 28:22) and was written in the Law of Moses (Lev 27:30, Num 18:21). The prophet Malachi (Mal 3:8-10) urges people to practice tithing. Jesus approved of tithing (Matt 23:23). But with the coming of the New Covenant and the outpouring of the Spirit we are to see tithing as the floor not the ceiling. Jesus has more to say about how we view and handle money than any other subject. 15% of his recorded words are on this one subject. Why? Because money is linked to our hearts and that is the place Jesus has come to reign. If God is ruling in our lives we will be becoming wise as he is wise and generous as he is generous (Psalms 136.25 Matt 5:45, James 1:5).  And when we give it brings blessing and cheer from God to those who receive.

Paul had been cheered by the gift and evidently deeply moved by the display of love and the feelings of being cared for. He did not rejoice so much in the gift but in God and the people through whom the gift came. Paul had not been feeling neglected or sorry for himself before he received the gift, but the gift had done him good because it displayed their concern. The partnership with the church at Philippi went beyond that with others. There was a history of thoughtfulness and practical care even while Paul was far removed from them and it contrasted with other places who did not share the same kind of commitment (v 16). Paul did not let the negative side of things get to him but drank in the positive. That is one of the skills he had learned over the years. He looked around at the good things that were happening and focused on them and the Philippians were not slow in coming forward with the sort of encouragement Paul could draw upon. 

As a church we have a challenge that lies before us to renew our concern for those in ministry both locally and on the wider scene. I want to say some more about that next week but for now let us face some facts: Last year our expenses as a church we around 20% higher than our income. Last year a high percentage of our income came from a lower percentage of our congregation. In other words some are very good at expressing their concern in giving and others are challenged by it. This year we want to address this issue because we all need to be concerned and involved in regular giving to the work of the church. It is right that we should open our hearts and our pockets to the Lord and his work. We have a great King and his gospel is the supreme matter of the universe, so let us become “concerned of Thornton Heath!” 
2. The Secret of Contentment (v 11)
On the one had we are to be concerned yet on the other we are to be content. What happens when things are not supplied as plentifully and freely as we may like? Paul has a secret to share: the secret of contentment. Now Paul was a single man without family responsibilities. He did not live in an advertising driven world where our children are told what they must have, and they then tell us in no uncertain terms what they need. We could easily dismiss the level of biblical contentment as impossible without giving it a second look, yet this principle remains true for all. “But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. (1 Tim 6:6-8).
As a local church there are principles to look at and questions to ask: Is it possible to live contented lives in London today?

Is it possible to live contented lives anywhere? How do we live a contented life? Thomas Watson wrote, “Jesus Christ was in a low condition, he was never high, but when he was lifted up upon the cross, and that was his humility: he was content to live poor, and die cursed. O compare your condition with Christ’s!” 
We do not just become contented by sudden impartation but by regular consideration. Paul had “learned.” One of the things we need to learn is that God is our source. For Paul it was not his job, his church, his friends, his family that he looked to for his needs but his God. So when the needs did not come through any particular means he did not get downhearted. Rather he continued to look to God for his needs and encouraged others to do the same (v 19).
This is the great secret of contentment: Casting all your cares upon God. This is not the same as reckless indifference or casual apathy. This attitude is not restricted to those who are naturally laid back, but for us all. God will supply. It is true, that you cannot outgive God! He repays with the best interest. Over the years Liz and I have tithed our income. When we were students, unemployed, earning a small salary and since we came to Beulah. We are not worse off, but better off by far. 

Concern and contentment enable us to be both generous and wise. Both can be radical. That is the nature of the gospel. God so loved that he gave. In his wisdom he gave his one and only Son to come into the world and die for us at the Cross. The generosity of God is not against his wisdom, but flows out of it. We have received because God gave. So don’t be reticent to adopt a practice of regular radical generosity. 

In Scripture giving is likened to sowing. A farmer who eats his seed cannot sow and loses his harvest. You have to sow in order to reap and you have to give in order to gain. When God gave his Son at Calvary he saw he would bring “many sons to glory.” (Heb 2:10) Let us give for in time we will be rewarded. Let us sow to the Spirit that we may reap a heavenly harvest. Our calling is to be a people of faith which means we do not see it all now, yet we step out to follow the Lord ...
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
Questions for Cell Group – Read Phil 4:10-13

What makes it easy or hard to talk about money?

Share experiences of how God has provided for you?

In a sermon entitled “Certain Curious Calculations about Loaves and Fishes” Spurgeon said, “Many people will always be poor because they never give to the cause of God. Poor people should give in order that they may not be poor any longer.”  Read Mk 8:19-21. Why does Spurgeon say this? What happens and what should we expect when we give? 
What makes contentment hard to experience in our culture?  What helped Paul and what helps us to develop contentment?
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