Isaiah 40:1-5 Comfort, Grace, Glory! 
Last week we looked at Isaiah’s call to have our vision raised. We are too quickly drawn down from the heights to the low level of life all around us. The busy world calls to us with a greater sense of its own importance and the significance of the now. While the majestic grandeur of the Lord’s glory slips quietly from our view. By God’s grace we can ascend to the heights, as Paul says later “beholding the Lord’s glory with unveiled faces we are being changed into his likeness.”
This week’s discussion about faith and Christianity in the UK can make us feel quite marginalised. Baroness Warsi encourages Christians to be more confident in their faith and heritage. Richard Dawkins attempts to expose the ignorance and values of many who identify themselves as Christians. Many people appear to think that no-one who has faith has any reasoned arguments. The pendulum has swung too far in one direction and may go further still, but it will turn! We serve a God who Comforts and comes to his people with grace, but the end of this is glory!

I remember on year when Liz and I had spent the summer in Israel where everything was hot and dusty, and the fields were brown! When we returned home and drove down the M4 we saw green fields. After such a long time away it was hard to believe what we were seeing. Everything looked like a picture postcard that had been coloured and was not real. To have a sense of the glory of God in our secular sceptical culture can seem unreal, but it is not! Culture has shifted and lost out greatly. Let us not be embarrassed about our heritage, our faith and our values, for we have a glorious God who is doing great things in the midst of the darkness. 
Isaiah calls us to a life changing vision of God
A God of Glory v 3-5
 A statement of certainty

God’s glory is going to be revealed - We are on a crash course for glory. No matter how shameful or horrific the past there is a pathway to glory that Isaiah points to and which we can draw great strength from. Isaiah anticipates the landscape which is full of hills and valleys changing to a plain. An impossible and impassable journey becomes easy when the grace of God opens up the way to glory, and this is what the gospel does. 
Are there obstacles in your life? Mountains can be moved! Last week Joseph and I visited Herodian, the man-made-mountain just outside Bethlehem. But God can move every mountain and raise every valley! 
The path to glory comes via Jesus 
There may be many problems that we can overcome in life by the power and provision of God. But the mountain of our own guilt which has been taken away by the death of Christ has opened the way so that we can see the glory of God. Don’t underestimate the value of seeing through Isaiah’s eyes. His prophecy is like a web cam into our hearts and into heaven, his vision can be our vision. How do you get so see this glorious vision? John gives us a clue (John 12:41). The glory that Isaiah saw is located in the person of Jesus Christ. This is what John saw (John 1:14). 
The glory of Jesus was not seen in a visible form on a daily basis, yet glory shone out of him in all that he was and did.  His coming into the world was attended with glory (Luke 2:9, 14). For the next 30 years Jesus lived an ordinary life his glory veiled. His disciples saw evidence of his glory in his miracles (John 2:11). The transfiguration was one moment when Jesus glory was physically manifest (Luke 9:32). But Jesus intention is to bring many sons to glory, to show us the glory he enjoyed before the foundation of the world (John 17:24). When Jesus returns he will come with great glory (Luke 21:27, Col 3:4, Titus 2:13). 

But in order to get us to glory, the Lord of glory was put to shame at the Cross (1 Cor 2:8). How could there be a cross for the glorious Lord? Who could overcome him so as to crucify him? (See Heb 1:3) No one! But for our sakes the Father sent his one and only glorious Son to bear our shame. At the Cross the one who is over all and sees things as they truly are saw our great problem, our great sin (Rom 3:23, 2 Thess 1:9), and saw that the only way for us to be redeemed was for someone to come live a perfect glorious life and then to die as a substitute in our place. Isaiah saw this: (Isa 53:6). He looked forward with prophetic vision to the great act of atonement. We look back upon the same event. Isaiah saw that the grace of God and the comfort of God would be bought with a price of the precious blood of Christ. Let us celebrate and be glad, we have access to a glorious vision (Rom 5:2, 8:18, 2 Cor 4:17), let us not be dragged down by the world but lift up our eyes. Even if we suffer for the gospel it is worth it (1 Peter 4:13f). Let this vision strengthen our hearts (Eph 3:16, Col 1:27). This is the power of our testimony so we can tell out to one another and to others what we have seen (2 Cor 4:6). May you keep hold of him and may he keep you for that great day (Jude 24f).
Questions for Cell Groups – Read Isaiah 40
How are you affected by the marginalisation of Christianity in our culture?
What issues have you faced at work or in discussions with non believers?

How does holding a biblical hope of glory square with the world we presently live in? How should we arm ourselves, support one another and make headway in reversing this trend?

What books have helped you?

