Turning from idols to God

Romans 1:18-25
In Romans 1:25 it says “because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator”. This is exactly what idolatry is, where we worship creation rather than Creator God. 

Some of us would say that adultery is a sin, lying is a sin, stealing is a sin, and so idolatry is just another sin. I would say idolatry is not just another sin. It is the root cause of all sin!
Martin Luther commented on the Ten Commandments and said that the first two of the Ten Commandments refer to idolatry. The other eight refer to sexual sin, stealing, lying and murder. Therefore if you never broke the first two commandments then you would not break the others. 

In some ways the sin in your live is like fruit hanging off a bad tree. Just getting rid of the bad fruit will not stop the bad fruit from growing back. This is because the cause of that bad fruit is the root of idolatry. You have to tackle that idol that is leading you to sin. This will be a daily process of identifying idols or potential idols and seeking the Holy Spirit to empower you to defeat those idols. 
Worship

In Genesis 1 we read that God created the world, He created animals, plants, birds, fishes and He also created us, human beings. We were made to glorify and honour God. As we do what we were made to do God is glorified and we receive joy. We were made as worshippers to worship God.

But the problem came in the fall when Adam and Eve sinned. Since then we are born as sinners but still worshippers. The result of this is that we keep worshipping but the problem being we worship created things rather than the Creator God. 

Worship is holding something in highest esteem and devoting your life to it. In Latin it means to ascribe worth to.

Identifying our idols

Idolatry is the pursuit of something otherwise good. This can make it difficult because it is usually the enslavement to something we love. 

List some of the things that you love ………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

These things can be perfectly fine. But sometimes it’s these good things that get elevated to the place where they become gods, who rule over us. Where we begin to worship these created things rather than the Creator God. 
It can be really difficult to workout your own idols as they can be so subtle. 
Potential idols in Alfie’s life

· Praise from people

· Being in control

· Success

Simply, idols are our way of making life worth living, being happy, and finding self-worth. So idols are often a good thing (e.g. a spouse, children, work, sex) inordinately elevated from a good thing to a false god. Asking yourself some of these questions about your emotions can help you locate your idols.

What am I most afraid of?
If I could change one thing in my life what would that be?

Where do I run for comfort?
What do I long for most passionately?

What do I complain about most?

What angers me most?

What makes me happiest?

How do I explain myself to other people?

What has caused me to be angry with God?

What do I brag about?

What do I want to have more than anything else?

Who do I sacrifice the most for in my life?
Whose approval am I seeking?

What do I want to control/master?

What comfort do I treasure the most?

The worst thing about idolatry is that it is not about grace, not about a God who loves you, embraces you, shows you compassion not because of who you are, what you have done, or what you have achieved but in spite of who you are, because of Jesus and what he has done. 

Here are 4 Rs to help us to get out of idolatry 

· Recognition – our hearts are prone towards idolatry.

· Repent – literally break/smash your idols. 

· Replace – turn from worshiping creation to worship Creator God.
· Rejoice – we rejoice and worship God.

