A Second Touch Mark 8:22-26

Jesus healed people in a variety of ways. Almost never do we find him using the same method. Jesus was wonderfully creative and perplexingly hard to tie down or box in. Variety here is not only the spice of life, it teaches us something. Jesus could have instantly healed the man by touch or by word or just by a thought, but he does so here by a process. Jesus is both healer and teacher and his roles overlap in this story. It is a miracle and parable, history and example. Jesus does not lack power to heal instantly - he raised Lazarus from the dead after 4 days in the tomb with three words “Lazarus come out!” - but the lesson he wants to teach would not be served by that method so he changes it. 

Jesus Christ gives sight to both physically and spiritually blind

What he heals – v 22

Obviously in this story Jesus heals a blind man. But the place in this chapter show that he is not only dealing with physical but with spiritual blindness. He gives sight  but the process of realisation of who he is  painfully slow, The Pharisees (8:11) and the disciples (8:17) still do not understand that he is more than a Rabbi or a healer. Jews and Gentiles need to know who Jesus is and what he has come to do, like it or not, take it or leave it. But just like this man it will not happen without a touch from God. 

Spiritual blindness affects everyone and it will does not generally go away just like that! A man visited a friend in another country who never wore a seatbelt. But one time he saw him and he was wearing a seatbelt. He asked his friend, “What happened?” His friend had another friend who had gone through a windscreen and needed 120 stitches. He had known the risks before but what he had seen suddenly changed everything. We may not tell you anything you do not already know today, but may the Lord open your eyes. Living life without Jesus is like driving without a seatbelt. 

How he heals – v 25

Some are healed instantly, in fact all other instances are immediate only this one takes place over time. Why is that? Firstly God is unpredictable. 

When it comes to his ways, they are past finding out. He is unpredictable but not arbitrary. God is faithful and unchanging but never boring and samey! This means that you can never be self assured that you know what he is up to and be sure that “what he did for me he will do for you.” At least he may do things in a very different way. Consider how people get saved. Peter compared to Paul. Blinding moments of revelation or slow realisation of who Jesus is. Dramatic transformation or rather erratic stages of development and growth

What do you see different? When you gain spiritual sight from Jesus there are at least three things you will see more clearly:

The Glory of the risen Lord. 

Jesus said that people who do not see but believe are more blessed than those who see and believe. Faith carries a higher reward than sight. But we should not think that faith is believing without evidence. The proclamation of the resurrection and the facts of the matter create confidence in us that Jesus is alive. God graciously and generously works faith in us through his word. If we will listen to the gospel faith will come. If we ignore God we will never come to faith, for faith is not just accepting the facts but trusting the person.

When the church proclaims that Jesus is alive this is not a statement of wishful thinking. The Bible account of the Cross make it plain that the disciples saw their Lord crucified and were devastated. They went into hiding. But over the weekend something took place that brought them out into the open declaring the resurrection. They were opposed and arrested, but they did not change their testimony. Jesus had been raised. The Jews only had to produce the body and Christianity would have been overthrown immediately. The problem was the body had gone, the tomb was empty and for 40 days Jesus kept appearing to people in groups and in a crowd of around 500 people. 

Up until that time ancient people generally did not believe in life after death. The Jews were divided about what happened after death and they were just a tiny group in the Roman Empire. Within 300 years the whole belief system of the Empire had been changed by the resurrection of Jesus. Traditions and beliefs that went back centuries were abandoned wholesale as people became more and more convinced: Jesus had been raised. They saw it and it changed them. 

Today millions, even billions have seen the glory of the risen Lord and have been changed by him. We are not talking about a Jesus ethical and religious teaching catching on. Resurrection is not a considered appreciation of Jesus teaching and his ethical and spiritual legacy. That is not Christianity. Christianity stands or falls on this: Jesus is alive and has the power to change your life and destiny. 

The power of the crucified Lord. 

Jesus died on a cross outside Jerusalem. Not very impressive? The Romans had ruled over Palestine since 67 BC when Pompey had overthrown Jerusalem. The Jews prayed a Messiah would come to their aid. A new David who would lead them into battle against the giant rulers and send them crashing down. People hoped Jesus would rise to the occasion but he flatly refused. And his crucifixion seemed to put paid to his claims. But the disciples saw something the crowd missed. The cross was not a mistake, it was God’s plan of salvation. Jesus came not to sort out 1st Century politics but eternal guilt. On the Cross Jesus paid the price so we could be forgiven. Nothing else and no one else could ever accomplish this. This was the true work of Messiah. A giant had indeed been slain and a new Kingdom in which freedom reigns was established forever. The true disciple has their eyes opened to this fact and rejoices because they see something the rest does not see.  This act of sacrifice 2000 years ago changes everything. For there Jesus paid the price for my sin. So I can be right with God and be at peace forever!

There is a second aspect to this. Jesus suffered deeply. More than any other person ever. It was the sins and sorrows of the world that were placed on him. When we suffer and share it people feel our pain. This week I heard of a fatal car accident that had taken place and as we prayed for the family and friends I felt sharp pain fill me. Jesus felt the pain of the world as he hung on the Cross. The pain of the whole of humanity became his experience. All at once as he hung there alone. Abandoned by his followers and in the darkness as his Father in heaven withdrew the light of his love. It was agony indeed. Jesus is truly called “Man of Sorrows.” What this means is that the Cross does not only have the power to forgive sins but to relieve suffering. 

Corrie Ten Boom who was sent to the Ravensbruck Concentration camp wrote, “There is no pit so deep that he is not deeper still!” Only the crucified Lord has gone so deep that whatever our sufferings he is able to console and bring relief. In 1947 Corrie was speaking and met one of the prison guards and shook his hand, she wrote “For a long moment we grasped each other's hands, the former guard and the former prisoner. I had never known God's love so intensely as I did then.” Christians find a power in Jesus to heal and transform the darkest moments into windows of wonderful grace. There is hope of healing for the real hurts and pains of life:

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16)

The Wonder of the Son of God

To know that Jesus is not a fiction, but for real is a wonderful revelation. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1Peter 1:8f). Have you seen him? Maybe you have but your vision is still blurred and you need a second touch.

How you can be healed

* Come via  a friend – (v 22)  talk to someone who knows him better than you do.

* Meet Jesus for yourself –  ( v 23a) Come to him on your own

* Take him on his terms – (v 23f) he is not necessarily going to bring you to faith the same way as others

* Don’t make too much of a fuss – (v 26) Jesus does not sensationalise but almost quiets down the blind man. Be more concerned about knowing him than telling others.

Questions for further thought Read Mark 8:22-26

Why does Jesus heal this man in stages?

Who do you know who came to faith gradually or in an instant? 

What has your experience been? 

What helps us come to a clearer faith? 

What can we do to help others come to faith?

If you do not believe the resurrection how would you explain the impact of the gospel in the first century? 

If you believe the resurrection how would you explain it to others?




Beulah Family Church 


July 18th 2010








